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Dissertation Colloquium
American Studies, Harvard University
May 1, 2023

Thompson Room, Barker Center
9:00 a.m.
Welcome and introductions

9:15 a.m.
Anthony Trujillo


Presenting:

Dissertation prospectus



Chair:


Phil Deloria

10:00 a.m.
Andrew Suarez


Presenting:

Dissertation prospectus



Chair:


Gabriela Soto Laveaga

10:45 a.m.
Coffee break

11:00 a.m.
Hazim Hardeman


Presenting:

Dissertation prospectus



Committee member:
Jesse McCarthy

11:45 a.m.
Yareli Castro Sevilla (via Zoom)
Chapter Title:

“Tejiendo Redes de Solidaridad: Community, Digital Connections, and Self-Archiving”
Dissertation Title: 
Tejiendo Sinidad: Chinese Mexican Transpacific Memories and Living Archives


Chair:


Gabriela Soto Laveaga


12:30 p.m.
Final questions, closing remarks

12:45 p.m. 
Lunch
Student Biographies
Anthony Trujillo (OHKAY OWINGEH PUEBLO) works at the confluence of Native American and Indigenous studies, history, religious studies, anthropology, and the arts. His research attunes to the bio/geo-graphic manifestations of Indigenous engagement with – and resistance to – colonial/imperial religious, political and economic systems largely in the 18th and 19th centuries North American context but also drawing connections with contemporary Native nations and descendent communities. From a political and geographic angle, he seeks to discern the competing sources and configurations of sovereignty. He is also keenly interested in how expressive forms including music, visual art, oratory and literature become vital avenues through which Indigenous peoples and people of color move beyond the constraints placed upon their bodies, form intimate relationships of exchange among diverse communities, and maintain spaces and practices of belonging. His own revitalizing practices include immersing himself in music, photography, writing, deserts, forests, bodies of water, the night sky and cooking. He received his MDiv from Yale University and his BA in Music Performance from Seattle Pacific University.
Andrew Suárez received his B.A. in Ethnic Studies from Columbia University where he was an MMUF fellow. His research investigates how the LGBTQ+ acronym is used, transformed, and challenged in transnational contexts as a framework for interpreting gender and sexuality. More broadly, he looks at identity formation for gender and sexual minorities, radical activism in these communities, the colonial history of racialized gender and sexual categories, and how this history shapes contemporary queer politics and identity. Within his work, he pulls from Queer of Color Critique, Decoloniality, Latin American & Caribbean Studies, and Ethnic Studies. His lifelong dream is to raise honey bees.
Hazim Hardeman is an interdisciplinary scholar focusing on racial capitalism, neoliberalism, and the Black radical tradition. His research, more broadly, concerns the processes of differentiation constitutive of modernity and how they’ve facilitated capitalism’s perpetuation and predominance in various conjunctural moments. He completed his undergraduate study at the Community College of Philadelphia and Temple University before receiving an MPhil in US History from the University of Oxford where he was a Rhodes Scholar.
Yareli Castro Sevilla is a PhD Candidate in American Studies with a secondary field in Latinx Studies. Working at the intersection of Latinx studies, Latin American studies, and Asian studies, her dissertation presently titled “Weaving Sinodescendencia: Community, Cultural Identity, and Memory among Chinese Mexicans” tells the stories of present-day Chinese Mexican communities and the evolution of their sinodescendencia over the past ten years. Combining historical and anthropological methods, Yareli’s dissertation weaves the social and economic history of Chinese in Mexico alongside critical discussions of community formation, historical memory, self-archiving, and longing in diaspora.

As a formerly undocumented immigrant and a descendant of Sinaloense Chinese Mexicans, immigration is an integral part of her story and a guiding factor for her scholarship and approaches to research. Having come from a lineage of migrants, she is passionate about storytelling and a truly interdisciplinary approach to studying diaspora and migration. Yareli earned an A.M. in History from Harvard University, and graduated from the University of California, Irvine with two majors in History and Political Science. She is currently conducting fieldwork in Northern Mexico and Mexico City, and is finishing her last two years of the PhD in residence as a graduate fellow at UC San Diego.

